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Lung cancer related deaths in the U.S
Decade Deaths in    

Women
Deaths in Men Deaths men & 

Women
1930s 14,724 33,715 48,439

1940s 28,087 94,325 122,412

1950s 55,750 220,282 276,032

1960s 77,505 404,780 482,285

1970s 185,775 630,002 815,777

1980s 334,558 830,655 1,165,213

1990s 579,069 917,445 1,496,514

2000s 684,174 894,825 1,578,999

2021s 688,911 826,325 1,515,236

2020-present 306,640 and 
counting

346,268 and 
counting 

652,908 and 
counting 
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counting 
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counting 

Over 8 million deaths, including 5 million 
men and 3 million women

65,790 more men and 59,280 more women have died 
due to lung cancer since last year’s ELCN Gathering
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Cancer statistics, 2024
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Lung cancer cases by state: 2024
• Indiana ranks # 6 amongst men and # 5 amongst women in incidence

• 5,930 new cases

• Indiana ranks # 8 amongst men and #8 amongst women in death

• 3,390 deaths
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Cigarette consumption is declining 
across all groups in the U.S. 
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ALA 2024 State of Tobacco Control Report

Menthol flavored cigarettes are a BIG PROBLEM
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Cigarettes are disproportionately consumed by vulnerable populations 
to medicate emotional pain and distress.
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ALA 2024 State of Tobacco Control: 
Indiana
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Nearly 1 out of 3 homes in 
Indiana have high radon levels
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US News and World Report: Indiana
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Lung Cancer 
Screening 
Rates are 

VERY LOW

Nation: 4.5%

This compares to 
65-75% screening 

rates for colon 
and breast 

cancer, 
respectively

Source: American Lung Association – 2023 State of Lung Cancer: https://www.lung.org/research/state-of-lung-cancer/states/indiana 

https://www.lung.org/research/state-of-lung-cancer/states/indiana
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• Immunotherapy prior to and/or after surgery for NSCLC

• Molecularly targeted therapy after surgery for early-stage NSCLC

• Molecularly targeted therapy after chemo plus radiation for stage III NSCLC

• Immunotherapy after chemo plus radiation for limited stage SCLC

• New immunotherapy combinations and antibody drug conjugates on the way

• Next generation targeted therapies look promising 

Therapeutic Advances
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Cancer-death projections by 2040
Rahib L et al, JAMA Network 2021;4(4):e214708
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• We are making transformational progress in the war against lung cancer
• Prevention

• Early Detection

• Therapeutics

• Advocacy

• NOW is the time to accelerate all these efforts. 

• We must avoid complacency and satisfaction with current progress

In summary,
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 While We are making progress, thousands of Hoosiers are still dying every year 
from lung cancer

 Let us resolve not to forget. 

 This is a shared obligation and anyone who bears witness can and should do 
something about it.

 WE remain committed and not just interested.

 While the mission is difficult, WE have the capacity to do it!

So, let us continue the work with 
these guiding ideals
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Thank you for attending

“Every time someone…acts to improve the lot of others…they send forth a 
tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of 
energy and daring, those ripples build a current that can sweep down the 
mightiest walls…”

~Paraphrasing RFK (italicized words are substitutions)
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