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Lung cancer related deaths in the U.S
Decade Deaths in    

Women
Deaths in Men Deaths men & 

Women
1930s 14,724 33,715 48,439

1940s 28,087 94,325 122,412

1950s 55,750 220,282 276,032

1960s 77,505 404,780 482,285

1970s 185,775 630,002 815,777

1980s 334,558 830,655 1,165,213

1990s 579,069 917,445 1,496,514

2000s 684,174 894,825 1,578,999

2021s 688,911 826,325 1,515,236

2020-present 247,360 and 
counting

280,478 and 
counting 

527,838 and 
counting 
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Over 8 million deaths, including 5 million 
men and about 3 million women
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Number one cause of cancer-death 
in men, but rapidly declining
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Same for women
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Advocates are winning the 
war on cancer
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Cigarette consumption is declining 
across all groups in the U.S. 
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Substantial therapeutic advances in 
treatment over the last decade
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More effective treatment is making 
a difference



INDIANA UNIVERSITY MELVIN AND BREN SIMON COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER



INDIANA UNIVERSITY MELVIN AND BREN SIMON COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER



INDIANA UNIVERSITY MELVIN AND BREN SIMON COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER

Indiana is in the 
eye of the storm
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Early screening is important!
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Addressing Geographic Disparities
Lung Cancer Incidence Late-Stage Diagnosis Death Rates
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Location, location, location

Pink: Blue: Gray: 
minimal

equipment 
for LCS

Lung Cancer Screening Facilities

Your zip code should 
not be your destiny!
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Coming soon…

Indiana’s first-ever 
mobile lung cancer screening unit!

Made possible by a 
$4.5 million gift from the 

Tom and Julie Wood 
Family Foundation!
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A portion of the gift will be matched by IU Health, 
bringing its total impact to $8.5 million. 

The unit is a collaborative partnership between Indiana 
University Health and the Indiana University Melvin 
and Bren Simon Comprehensive Cancer Center. 
The gift will support both patient care via the statewide 
screening program and research efforts focused on 
enhancing lung cancer screening and lowering lung 
cancer incidence and deaths.
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There is so much work to do
• Lung cancer was once a rare diagnosis 
• We will make it rare again

• Reduce cigarette consumption to < 1% of the population
• Increase screening rates at level of breast, colon, cervical, 

and prostate cancer screening because SCREENING 
SAVES LIVES

• Expand screening criteria to reflect a broader group that 
is at highest risk

• Promote participation in research because RESEARCH 
CURES CANCER

• Advocate for patients and kill the stigma because NO ONE 
DESERVES LUNG CANCER and ANYONE WITH LUNGS 
CAN GET LUNG CANCER
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